22. George Bryan William Peck.
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George Bryan William Peck was born in Eton June quarter 1913, to Bernhardt William Peck, a railway clerk, living in Caversham, Reading, and Elsie Catherine Elizabeth Peck, (nee West) formerly an elementary school teacher in Reading.  The family moved to Llangollen, where George spent his youth, and subsequently to Market Drayton, in Shropshire.  George joined the R.A.F., service no. 564350, and by 1938 had become pilot sergeant stationed at R.A.F. Thorney Island, near Portsmouth, which was then part of Coastal Command.  On 2nd June 1938, George married his childhood schoolmate Noreen Bessie Horspool in St Collen’s, Llangollen.  Early in the war he was with  36 Squadron, which was stationed in the Far East, using Vickers Vildebeest aircraft for torpedo attacks on Japanese shipping, this being the only torpedo bomber available to the RAF,  it was also used as a bomber to defend Singapore.  Following the fall of Singapore the Vildebeests left for Java.  Following the surrender of Java by the Dutch 7th March 1942 the last two Vildebeests, each with an extra crew member hoping to fly far enough on the west coast to commandeer a junk to cross the Indian Ocean.  Both aircraft ran out of fuel and had to ditch, one ditched near to the beach, the other was much further from shore, and apart from one all on George’s aircraft were drowned.  All those who survived were taken prisoner by the Japanese.  George was mentioned in dispatches posthumously, and was  referred to in the Commonwealth War Graves as Warrant Officer.  He was commemorated on Column 413 of the Singapore Memorial. 

Vickers Vildebeest

21st May 1943

“Wings for Victory” Week is approaching its end.  Let us reach our Target, so that those who have given their lives may be avenged and their sacrifice in the cause of Freedom not be in vain.  To the families of George Peck, R.A.F., Isaac Roberts, R.A.F. Leonard Edwards, R.A.F., R. Hywel Roberts, R.A.F., now posted as missing, may good news of their safety still come, and victory bring them home.

George Bryan William Peck, Warrant Officer, 564350, Mentioned in Dispatches

Royal Air Force, 36 Squadron

Died 08/03/1942 age 29

Son of Bernard Williams & Elsie Catherine Elizabeth Peck, of Market Drayton, Shropshire, husband of Noreen Bessie Peck

Singapore Memorial, Column 413

George Bryan William Peck was born in Eton June quarter 1913, mother’s maiden name being West.

2nd June 1938 George Bryan William Peck, B age 25, pilot sergeant of RAF station Thorney Island, Sussex married Noreen Bessie Horspool S 27 Florist,  at St Collen’s Church.

1. 36 Squadron, 1942 

Does anyone here have the ORB for 36 Squadron, January to March 1942? I'm not sure that it survived the Far Eastern Debacle, but if it did, and someone has it, i'd be very grateful if you could check the following men to see if they are listed in it: -

F/O B.B. Callick, kia 8-3-42
W/O G.B.W. Peck, kia 8-3-42
Sgt Melville (sorry, no initials)

The first two named are shown on CWGC as serving with 36 Sqn at the time of their death, which occcured when their Vildebeest crashed off the coast of Java in the early morning of the 8th March 1942. Both are commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, along with their skipper that morning, F/O Reginald Lamb. Lamb was definately on the strength of 100 at the time, as i suspect were Peck, Callick, and Melville. However, the 100 Sqn ORB doesn't exist beyond the end of 1941, so i have no provenance for them being with 100 other than for a private manuscript i have in my possesion. Whilst i can't prove they were with 100 if they *aren't* in the 36 Sqn ORB, i can prove that they weren't if they are named in the 36 Sqn records, if that makes any sense!!

Thanks for anything anyone can offer.

L/O

Greg 

Hi Greg
" Bloody Shambles" vol2 again has,in the index,Reg Lamb as 100 Sqn but the others as 36 Sqn flying Vildebeeste K6405,and ditching about 6 mls offshore. Sgt S P Melville was the only survivor when their dinghy deflated and they attempted to swim ashore.He became POW. They were in company with another Vildebeeste K6393 flown by F/Lt R J Allanson (36 Sqn) with F/O B A Gotto(indexed as 100/36 Sqn),F/O G G Tayler(100Sqn) and P/O T R Lamb(100/36 Sqn). They all got ashore and became POW. Presumably the Authors had a source they felt they could rely on but the double Sqn Nos suggest they might not have felt 100&#37; confident
Regards
Dick 

Hallo Greg,

Looking at UNSUNG HEROES OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE, The Far East Prisoners of War by Les and Pam Stubbs I find two Melvilles.

Stewart Paterson Melville (612016), 100 Squadron, held prisoner in Sumatra (Palembang).
David Ferguson Melville (630661), unit not known, held prisoner in Java, Singapore and Hokkaido (Hakadate). 

There is a reference to the former in the text on page 22. It states that on 8 March 1942 five men from 36 and 100 Squadrons (RJ Allanson, BA Gotto, TR Lamb, SP Melville and GG Tayler) were taken to Palembang after their attempt to fly from Java and evade capture had failed.

Regards,

Martin Gleeson. 

Hi Dick,

Many thanks again for your second speedy reply to one of my posts this evening :)

I have a private manuscript from Basil Gotto (100 Squadron at Seletar) that makes mention of the 2 aircraft / flights you mention above. I can advise that at the time Gotto, Tayler, and Lamb were all definately 100 Squadron and not 36 Squadron.

As for the others (aside from Lamb), in K6405, i can find no mention of them at all in the 100 Squadron ORB up to the end of December 1941 (when the 100 Sqn ORB finishes - no 1942 entries appear to have survived) which makes me think that maybe they were, after all, 36 Sqn men.

At 06.15, shortly before they ditched at 0630 approx and whilst flying at about 5,000 feet, Allanson and his crew saw a flash on the water behind them. They turned back and circled the area where they had seen the flash for about 10 minutes but could not see anything on or in the water. They concluded that the flash probably had nothing to do with Reg Lamb, and they ditched themselves shortly afterwards, short of fuel.

From "Unsung Heroes of the RAF - The Far East Prisoners of War" i note that Melville was held PoW Sumatra (Palembang).

Thanks again for your help Dick :)

L/O

Greg 

‘Flight’ 4th July 1946

RAF

KILLED IN ACTION.—P/O. R. R. Lamb; Flt. Sgt. G. B. W. Peck; Flt. L.t. T. R. White.

Supplement to London Gazette 1st October 1946

Air Ministry, 1st October, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased to give orders for the publication of the names of the following personnel who have been mentioned in despatches, in recognition of gallant and distinguished services in Malaya, Hong Kong and the Netherlands East Indies during the operations against the Japanese terminating in March, 1942: —Flight Sergeant

564350 G. B. W. PECK, R.A.F. ,(deceased).

Second World War
36 Squadron, along with No. 100 Squadron RAF retained the obsolete biplane when Japan invaded Malaya, and flew an unsuccessful attack against the Japanese cruiser Sendai during the Battle of Kota Bharu on 8 December 1941.[9] It continued operating against the Japanese, its Vildebeests being supplemented by five ex-Fleet Air Arm Fairey Albacores.[10] Where possible it operated by night, bombing Japanese-held airfields and troops.[11]
On 26 January 1942, Japanese forces landed at Endau, on the east coast of Malaya, 150 miles from Singapore. To oppose this landing, nine Vildebeests of No. 100 Squadron and three of 36 Squadon, together nine Australian Lockheed Hudsons, set off at 1:00 pm (having flown against land targets the night before), and despite a fighter escort five Vildebeests were shot down. 36 Squadron repeated the attack two hours later with nine Vildebeests and three Albacores, with a further six Vildebeests and two Albacores shot down.[12]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._36_Squadron_RAF" \l "cite_note-Richards_v2_p37-12#cite_note-Richards_v2_p37-12" [13]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._36_Squadron_RAF" \l "cite_note-Flight_55_p676-13#cite_note-Flight_55_p676-13" [14] These losses, which included the commanding officers of both Squadrons could not be sustained, and the remnants of the two squadrons were evacuated to Java on 31 January, being merged into a single unit. On 28 February, nine Videbeests attacked a Japanese convoy off Rembang in Northern Java, claiming eight ships sunk but losing another commanding officer. It ceased to exist on 7 March 1942 after its last two Vildebeests ditched off Sumatra while attempting to evacuate to Ceylon.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._36_Squadron_RAF" \l "cite_note-Mason_bomber_p202-11#cite_note-Mason_bomber_p202-11" [12]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._36_Squadron_RAF" \l "cite_note-Richards_v2_p47-14#cite_note-Richards_v2_p47-14" [15]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._36_Squadron_RAF" \l "cite_note-Thetford_Ap_95_p38-9-15#cite_note-Thetford_Ap_95_p38-9-15" [16]









