1. Henry Norman Cunliffe.
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Henry Norman Cunliffe was born in Llangollen 4th December 1923, son of Stanley G Cunliffe and Laura A Cunliffe (nee Bentley).   He was educated at Llangollen County School, before starting an apprenticeship with Hughes & Lancaster, Engineers, Acrefair, from where he left for the R.A.F.  He served with the local A.R.P. unit, and the Home Guard, and was one of the earliest members of the Llangollen Flight of the A.T.C., in which he became a sergeant.  He volunteered for the Air Crew with the R.A.F. (No.168961) at 17¼ years of age, but was not called up until March 1942, obtaining his “Wing” as a full trained Bomb Aimer and second pilot the following March.  Later he was posted to 408 R.C.A.F. Squadron and commenced operational flights in October of 1943.  He was reported missing in February 1944 on his 20th air operation, all of which had been carried out over Germany, including 12 attacks on Berlin.  He was granted a commission 15th November 1943 to Pilot Officer, just before attaining his 20th birthday, and was last home on leave during the second week in February 1944.  The last mission, on 24/25th February 1944 was coded Schweinfurt with  No. 408 Squadron R.C.A.F.in a Lancaster II, Serial: DS844, Code: EQ-X from a base at Linton-on-Ouse, Yorkshire, target Schweinfurt. It is believed that DS844 was shot down by a Messerschmitt Bf110 night fighter, possibly that of Oblt. Hans Raum, crashing into the River Main south of Schweinfurt.  He was buried 7. A. 14., Cemetery: Durnbach War Cemetery Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany.

Name: Cunliffe, Henry Norman, Rank:Pilot Officer (Air Bomber), Service No: 168961

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, Unit Text: 408 (R.C.A.F.) Sqdn.

Age: 20, Date Of Death:25/02/1944, 

Additional Information:
Son Of Stanley G. Cunliffe And Laura A. Cunliffe, Of Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Grave/Memorial Reference: 7. A. 14., Cemetery: Durnbach War Cemetery Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany.

21st April 1944

Missing Believed Killed. – Information received from the Air Ministry through the International Red Cross, Geneva, dispel any hopes of the survival of Pilot Officer H.N. Cunliffe, and he is now posted as “Missing believed killed in action.”  Born in Llangollen on December 4, 1923, he was educated at Llangollen County School, and was serving his apprenticeship with Messrs Hughes & Lancaster, Engineers, Acrefair, before leaving to join the R.A.F.  He served with the local A.R.P. unit, and the Home Guard, and was one of the earliest members of the Llangollen Flight of the A.T.C., in which he became a sergeant.  He volunteered for the Air Crew with the R.A.F. at 17¼ years of age, but was not called up until March 1942, obtaining his “Wing” as a full trained Bomb Aimer and second pilot the following March.  Later he was posted to a R.C.A.F. Squadron and commenced operational flights in October of last year.  He was reported missing in February on his 20th air operation, all of which had been carried out over Germany, including 12 attacks on Berlin.  He was granted a commission just before attaining his 20th birthday, and was last home on leave during the second week in February.

Birth: Mq 1924  Henry N Cunliffe  (Mother nee Bentley) Corwen  11b 540 

Marriage: Stanley G  Cunliffe  m Laura A Bentley, Rochdale Jun 1916

Mission: Schweinfurt

Date: 24/25th February 1944

Unit: No. 408 Squadron R.C.A.F.

Type: Lancaster II

Serial: DS844

Code: EQ-X

Base: Linton-on-Ouse, Yorkshire.

Location: Schweinfurt

Pilot: P/O Harry Sherlock, DFC 162517 R.A.F.V.R. Age 24. Killed

Pilot/Nav: F/O James Gordon Hillman J/21914 R.C.A.F. Age 27. Killed

Flt. Engr: Sgt. Henry George Basten 1399763 R.A.F.V.R. Age 21. Killed

Air Bmr: P/O Henry Norman Cunliffe 168961 R.A.F.V.R. Age 20. Killed

Air Gnr: F/Sgt. Reginald Sydney Nurse 1496525 R.A.F.V.R. Age 23. Killed

Air Gnr: Sgt. Armour John Emerson R/192677 R.C.A.F. Age 21. Killed

Air Gnr: Sgt. Walter Walker 960863 R.A.F.V.R. Age 23. Killed

REASON FOR LOSS

DS844 took off from Linton-on-Ouse at 20:48 hours, part of a major raid consisting of 734 aircraft destined for the ball bearing factories at Schweinfurt. The weather for this time of the year was clear and enabled the crew to identify the targets visually on the banks of the River Main. In addition, the targets were indicated by Pathfinders which in some cases were still burning from a U.S.A.A.F. daylight raid the previous day. It is believed that DS844 was shot down by a Messerschmitt Bf110 night fighter, possibly that of Oblt. Hans Raum, crashing into the River Main south of Schweinfurt. This aircraft DS844, a Hercules powered Lancaster, was transferred to 408 Squadron from 432 Squadron after which it participated in raids on Berlin and Leipzig before being lost.
