24. Richard Hywel Roberts.

Name: Roberts, Richard Hywel, Rank: Sergeant (Air Gnr.), Service No: 1124720

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, Unit Text: 57 Sqdn.

Date Of Death: 11/04/1943

Grave/Memorial Reference: 9. J. 6., Cemetery: Durnbach War Cemetery
Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany. 

Possible birth: Hywel Roberts b MQ 1921 Llangollen, mother Jones

57 squadron based at RAF Scampton 4/9/1942 to 28/8/1943, flying Avro Lancasters as part of Bomber command.  
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Lancaster ED766 Information

Type: Lancaster, Serial Number: ED766, Squadron:
57, X1D: DX-P

Operation: Frankfurt, Date 1 10th April 1943, Date 2 11th April 1943

Further Information

"Serial range ED782 - EE202 This aircraft was one of 620 Lancasters ordered from A.V.Roe (Chadderton) in 1941 and built from May 19 42 to November 1943 as 129 Mk.1s and 491 Mk.111s, mixed up to ED782 but all Mk.111s from ED783 onwards. The Mk.1s were initially fitted with Merlin 20 and the Mk.111s with Merlin 28 engines. ED766 was a Mk.1 and was delivered to 57 Squadron 25th Mar 1943.  ED766 took part in the following Key Operations: Berlin 27th/28th March 1943; Berlin 29th/30th March 1943; Essen 3rd 4th April 1943; Frankfurt 10th/11th April 1943-Lost. When lost this aircraft had a total of 41 hours. Airborne from 0014 11th April 1943 from Scampton. Crashed at Darmstadt, where all were buried in the Forest Friedhof. They have been subsequently re-interred in the Durnbach War Cemetery. F/S LaLonde was a graduate from Toronto University. F/S J.H.Lemon RCAF KIA Sgt H.J.Coombes KIA F/S L.J.LaLonde RCAF KIA WO1 G.R.Holm RCAF KIA Sgt R.G.Griffin RCAF KIA Sgt R.H.Roberts KIA F/S D.O.McMahon RCAF KIA "

21st May 1943

“Wings for Victory” Week is approaching its end.  Let us reach our Target, so that those who have given their lives may be avenged and their sacrifice in the cause of Freedom not be in vain.  To the families of George Peck, R.A.F., Isaac Roberts, R.A.F. Leonard Edwards, R.A.F., R. Hywel Roberts, R.A.F., now posted as missing, may good news of their safety still come, and victory bring them home.

13th August 1943

Good News. – The many friends of Sgt. Air Gunner R. Hywel Roberts, of Hendre, Market Street, Llangollen, who was reported missing after a raid over Germany on yhe night of the 10th/11th April last, will no doubt be glad to hear that his brother has received news from a source in Canada that the ‘plane of which he was a member of the crew was seen to be coming down over enemy territory, and the opinion of the person supplying the information was that they would land O.K. Of course, it mst be realised there is nothing definite in this news, and it would not do to be over optimistic, but it has given fresh hope to his family that he may have landed safely with the other members of the crew.










